
New storm names for winter revealed 
by Met Office 
 

Aiden, Bella and Christoph will be the names of the first storms to blow in across the UK and Ireland 

this winter. 

Gavin, Julia, Minnie, Oscar, Phobe, Ravi and Wilson are also on the list of storm names for 2020-21. 

The Name our Storms campaign, which was first introduced by the weather forecasting 

organisations in 2015, aims to raise awareness of the threat and impact of severe weather before it 

arrives. 

From 1 September, the first storm to hit the UK, Ireland or the Netherlands will be named Aiden, 

while the second storm will be Bella. 

Others on the list include Darcy, Evert, Fleur, Heulwen, Iain, Klaas, Lilah, Naia, Saidhbhin, Tobias and 

Veronica. 

As in previous years, Q, U, X, Y and Z will not be used, to follow international storm-naming rules. 

 
 
 
UK's 'first geothermal lido' opens in 
Cornwall 
 

The UK's first lido to be heated by geothermal energy has opened. 

The Jubilee Pool in Penzance, Cornwall uses underground heat to keep the sea 
water pool at 35°C. 

Engineers behind the project said while the pool is the first lido in the UK to be 
geothermally heated, "the Romans beat us to it by 2000 years in Bath". 
 

The heating works by extracting warm water from a geothermal well, then transferring that 

heat to the pool before "re-injecting the cooler water back into the ground". 

 
 
 
 



Coronavirus: Pandemic 'causing new 
wave' of plastic pollution 
 

A charity that cleans up beaches says the coronavirus pandemic has caused a 
new wave of plastic pollution. 
 
Surfers Against Sewage says it has seen an "explosion" of discarded masks and 
plastics on beaches and in rivers. 

The group claims businesses are using the pandemic to revert to using huge 
amounts of single-use plastic. 

From September, it plans to name and shame on social media individual companies 
whose waste its members most regularly find. 
 

Jack Middleton from Cornwall-based Surfers Against Sewage said: "Since lockdown has 

started to be lifted we've witnessed a new wave of plastic pollution littering our beaches in 

the form of disposable masks and gloves. 

"While the PPE has helped to save lives over the past few months, we now need to consider 

how we dispose of it properly to prevent it from flowing into our rivers and oceans and 

destroying our beaches. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricane Laura death toll climbs to 14 
in the US 
 

Fourteen people are now confirmed dead in the United States after Hurricane 
Laura battered southern states. 

Ten of the victims were in Louisiana and four in Texas. 

Winds of up to 150mph (240km/h) caused severe damage, with power cuts to more 
than half a million homes and a chemical fire from an industrial plant. 
 

"Hurricane Laura is the fifth strongest storm to make landfall in the United States in recorded 

history and the first in memory to maintain major hurricane strength as it travelled through 

Louisiana, bringing catastrophic destruction to many parishes," 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-cornwall-40670314


 

August’s extreme weather 
 

Last week, the UK was battered by Storm Francis, which saw winds of 80 miles per hour (mph) hit 

parts of the UK, days after Storm Ellen struck. 

The storms followed a spell of hot weather, which included a high of 36.4 Celsius (C) at Heathrow 

Airport in London. 

Will Lang, head of the national severe weather warning service at the Met Office, said: "Although it's 

too early to anticipate what weather this autumn and winter will bring, we are prepared with a new 

list of names to help raise awareness of severe weather before it hits." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Broxburn flooding: People rescued as 
homes in West Lothian flooded 
 

A clean-up operation has begun after homes were flooded in the West Lothian 
area. 

Emergency crews were called out to rescue residents in Broxburn who were 
stranded following Thursday's heavy rain. 

Firefighters used boats to remove residents from their flooded homes. Many cars in 
the area were also up to their roofs in water. 

More than 20 homes in the area are believed to have been flooded. 
 

Elsewhere in the central belt, trains were cancelled and roads closed. 

ScotRail warned that services across the country would be delayed or cancelled due 
to "extremely heavy rain flooding 
 

 

 



Wildfires in California burn area larger 
than Grand Canyon 

Wildfires are raging across Northern California, which were sparked by dry lightning during a 
heatwave. 

Hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced and 1.5million acres of land has been 
burnt. 

Two major wildfires are being tackled by 14,000 firefighters, according to Cal Fire, the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

 

 

 

Chile earthquake: Powerful 6.3 quake 
causes major damage – evacuation 
underway 
CHILE has been hit by a powerful 6.3 earthquake, which has sparked residents to 

evacuate. 

The quake struck off the coast of northern Chile, which caused damage. Panicked residents 

were also urged to evacuate as a precaution. An aftershock, which measured 6.3 magnitude, 

followed within half an hour. 

It landed in the Ring of Fire, so-called because a huge number of earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions take place there. 

 People were woken from their sleep as the initial quake was felt across the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coastal erosion: The 'forgotten' 
community left to fall off a cliff 
 

Emma Tullett was sitting on the sofa scrolling through YouTube music videos 
when her home began to fall apart. 

A window blind came crashing down and as her partner tried to reattach the fitting, 
he saw a row of trees slowly sliding over the nearby cliff edge. 

"He said 'you need to get out' and I think that's when I just lost it a little bit," the 42-
year-old said. 

She gathered up her four children, throwing coats over the youngest, aged six and 
eight. In the dash for safety, she didn't even have time to put on their shoes. 

Over the next four days, she watched from a distance as her home on the Isle of 
Sheppey, Kent, went over the cliff in stages. The slow process was "like torture", she 
said, and left a strange sense of "relief" when the whole thing finally fell on 2 June. 
 

Across England in the next decade, it is estimated that up to 2,000 homes could face a 

similar fate due to coastal erosion, which is expected to accelerate with climate change. 

 

 

 

Climate change: Polar bears could be 
lost by 2100 
 

Polar bears will be wiped out by the end of the century unless more is done to 
tackle climate change, a study predicts. 

Scientists say some populations have already reached their survival limits as the 
Arctic sea ice shrinks. 

The carnivores rely on the sea ice of the Arctic Ocean to hunt for seals. 

As the ice breaks up, the animals are forced to roam for long distances or on to 
shore, where they struggle to find food and feed their cubs. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228898/9780108510366.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/228898/9780108510366.pdf

